Refining Respect
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J 23. ... myyn-®% — You shall not ascend ... — If the
Kohanim were required to mount the Altar on steps, the

2 &
0/21-23 raising of their legs as they walked up would seem to expose

silver and gods of gold shall you not make for yourselves,

21" 'An Allar of earth shall you make for Me, and you shall slaughter near it your
elevation-offerings and your peace-offerings, your flock and your herd; wherever I permit My
Name to be mentioned I shall come to you and bless you. 2 And when you make for Me an
Altar of stones, do not build them hewn, for you will have raised your sword over it and
desecrated it. # You shall not ascend My Altar on steps, so that your nakedness will not be

uncovered upon it," " !

Lo.

tai-a~}

wn fgaleli-dtsle]

/7vra 9y TopaY NYT [Maten 23] D3 PRY” LK K00 27¥ AT V7

N 4

their private parts to those steps, and the Torah frowns upon
even the slightest suggestion of immodesty. Therefore the
Kohanim walked up the Altar on a ramp, so that their legs
would move evenly. The last two verses of the Sidrah contain
a profound lesson in sensitivity. The Altar and steps are in-
animate objects which would not be conscious of the poun-
ding of iron or the anatomy of the Kohanim. If the Torah
commands us to refrain from “shaming” them, surely a
« person should be eternally vigilant never to cause shame or
embarrassment to living, breathing human beings (Rashi).
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B 5&({‘-’1 - With steps, you a
;’vould have to lengthen your stride. Thou: h it would not actuall
reveal any nakedness, since the Kohanim wore linen pants (michna-
s-ayim), along stride is similar to uncovering nakedness, whereby you
will be acting towards [the stones] with disrespect.”

Rashi then derives an interesting lesson from the mitzvah: “This
matter can be extended through a kal vchomer: These stones have no
awareness and are not capable of becoming upset when mistreated, yet,
the Torah nevertheless states that since they serve a purpose you must
not act towards them with disrespect. Your friend or acquaintance,

who is made in the image of your Creator, and becomes upset when
mistreated, all the more so you must not act towards him with dis-

respect” [Raghi]

~;

JMNR NDPWR M (3 m ava) DM TEW WPPRD D°273 1Mam b 12 ~
(-mn TP LRI W PMWY VT ORY EAnRY owen @ 72%3 0hp madnaw
n33Y%03 INTWR DX DY TWRI YAX T30 Yy DM TWRD OIRI mm‘;]

twnn wnxt? 133 Twor onod
by nibyna nbyn K9 WD MR MR AR R? 2 PR
,73 *6I5n3 1957 M0 OIS0 L33 3 maw) TPY N1 AYan K7 WK nam
AR MR WR PRI JUP MDD DAY U7 wad2 whY mibyna vy I
JBIM %P LMY 0N YW Tl 0N 1RO NRYIM NRT 733 089 RN R?
wr - parn AR wa pas? 9w vp w13 12 muy pab wra mwash Y
77 198 MI1AT2 AMNT MW 07 AR K OORT RN K2 PY 70D NDpwR
So11 At L 'may T ’R PR Yam [ahw pak fon pnonnb wroamd
NTIRRE N3 q200 pEIy By pond
/e
by Pan kY YW ¥R AMN ND YR W AwID Apvd Amnnw owdl
mry R 53 P rnean ®Y Yoo omatm phw by umpnnt om vhma
m3 M) NI (NPT 73 PI0T DX YD (MR A012 137 121 NnKpe
TEPRT MIPW MORT 1 WP? K2 PIOM QIR YW PO PIRAZ RI NI (%

S wp

Poy Y PR KD K PATm by mrePns MEPn KT

PrgDD 2N Y e mbynn YW - (TP 1PAn KD R
nanan peA 13 0ISM DAY MWYY M3 AW, wRE T N WKW B
T3 ITIIA BRI AT FINK KT A ok TP Myohn

ORI T

[3,2)

,pob wyn K2 37T aoRY (U3 PR LK STIY A 7N 0 MK ;T 11T

bbAm oY MBI AT 7D NN ANK Man xb 1% wyn ouaK Nam oK a3
Ay Sy MK TR 1y JNTY 1230 X5 AWK TMam oy mbyna 1oyn K9

Tya - 17 Ty MK cMpT KA bax Ty W5 o\ hnww M

JDATIK .OmmaYa Gy] Wb YW K9X amwyy TN e mynw Ianar
T2 P WA - Y o et W ]ownn Pon bma pinm - o By
YMIK FMOK P AN D390 T3 A8 WY XoX ,0UDI0n QUwin? DU Ko
933 PNATK 23 3 nne 5 AR N | oA 1o wIps

AYpn W DK [(NTay] A Dpirma Bww Wi




T2

176

EINEI YISROEL =R. _'Sdskl\_ ®
who is made in the image of your Creator, and becomes upset when
mistreated, all the more so you must not act towards him with dis-

»

respect

Kedushas HaMikdash

Rashi’s lesson, however, seems unconvincing, How can we learn from
the respect we must give to the stones of the Beis HaMikdash how we
should treat a fellow Jew? These stones do not simply ‘serve a purpose,
as Rashi says, they are sanctified with the kedushah of HaKadosh
Baruch Hu's house! Is this not the real reason for the great respect
afforded them? Were they simply the cobblestones in the street, we
would not consider them even for a moment, though they too serve
a purpose.

Indeed, Chazal tell us (Yevamos 6b), “RIX RI"NM ANK WP K?
wpnA 9y oY m» - It is not the Mikdash of which you stand in
awe, but rather of He Who admonished concerning the Mikdash
[that it be kept pure]” This seems only to add to the severity of act-
ing disrespectfully in even the slightest way y towards the Mikdash
and the elements of which it is composed. How can the stones of the

@ Mizbe'ach's ramp be compared to the simple Jew in the street? In what
way is he deserving of the deference we would think to reserve only
for those persons or objects of great sanctity? Rashi’s lesson seems
only to demonstrate that we must honor the Kohen Gadol, the High
Priest of Hashem’s nation, or the Melech, the King; the simple Jew
still seems to be neglected.

Reasons to honor others
There are many reasons why we are careful with the honor of our fel-
low Jews. Even though we may sometimes think that a particular per
son deserves our rebuke or denigration, we do not outwardly express
. our thoughts oul of self-respect. We consider ourselves too refined to
act ar speak in such a manner. We also have a sense ol mercy, and do *

not generally wish to cause another Jew emotional pain. Furthermore,
most people understand that unbridled expressions of disrespect and
annoyance are ill-advised, for they would create an atmosphere of

~ mutual dislike and insult. This would disrupt the smooth flow of our
social interactions. Above all, the Torah bids us to respect our fellow
Jew. “ITN2W AWYN R DR TMTW 117137 7122 7172 - The honor of people
is deemed important enough that a Torah prohibition may be set aside
on account of it” (Brachos 19b).

y These otherwise acceptable reasons for acting with respect for an-
other may nevertheless conceal an underlying attitude of disrespect.
A person’s sense of his own dignity and refinement, the respect for
social norms, or even the importance the Torah places on preserving
the honor of a fellow Jew, do not of themselves prevent a person from
being prideful and conceited. Thus, it is all too often the case that

hile a person may preserve the outward expressions of respectful
behavior, a sense of disrespect, scorn, and contempt may still color
all his interactions with others. True honor and respect of one’s fellow
may still be missing.

9

A parable

The proper perspective regarding the respect we should feel toward
others can be gleaned from the following parable (mashal): A king
once appointed a new prime minister. One of the other ministers
considered the new appointee to be unsuitable, and slandered him
in the palace. The king called the minister and said, “Why did you
slander my new prime minister?” The minister answered, “Your Maj-
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esty, 1 consider him to be unworthy of the position, He will not serve
the king well, and therefore I spoke out against him?” “In slandering
¥him,” replied the king, “you have slandered me! By saying that he is

unsuitable for the job, you suggest thatIam unsuitable to be king, as
it was my lack of judgment that led to his appointment.”
~ We may not see a difference between a stone leading up to the
Mizbe'ach and any other, but Hashem chose to place this particu-
lar stone there, and imbue it with kedushah. Therefore, in treating
the stone with a degree of respect, we show our great reverence for
Hashem.

Similarly, HaKadosh Baruch Hu has chosen to honor each and
every Jew. Rashi says, "Hu bidmus Yotzrecha — he is in the image of

your Maker." Hashem has honored every Jew by placing in him a holy 3
( neshamah, creating him betzelem Elokim, in the image of God. Thus, >
one should treat his friend with respect; not because it is better for

him or for society, or to preserve his feelings, but because this per-
son has intrinsic worth, since Hashem has honored him by placing
a neshamah within him, In this way, even the simplest Jew is greater
* ven than the stones of the Mizbeach.
|\ Every Jew carries the image of the Creator, and possesses intrinsic
worth. The stones used for the Mizbe'ach have no intrinsic worth. Tt
is only by virtue of their belonging to the Beis HaMikdash that they
deserve respect. This is the true understanding of the Gemara in Ye-
vamos, “Tt is not the Mikdash of which you stand in awe, but rather
of He Who admonished concerning the Mikdash [that it be kept
pure]” A Jew, no matter how simple, carries the likeness of the King
rj of kings, the Creator of the world. This is his intrinsic value, For this
f_/ reason alone, and above all others, he is deserving of true honor, and
not merely a false outer expression of honor which hides a heart full
of contempt. .
,x'l'o this, Rashi adds a kal vihomer: The Jew feels the pain of insult
and denigration, while the stone does not. If we must honor the stone,
must we not also honor our fellow Jew?

As first, this may be a difficult concept to accept. We know our
friend to be just an ordinary person, full of the usual human failings.
However, Rashi tells us that we must instead think of our fellow Jew as
a human being just like ourselves, who carries within him the image

~ of God, a spark of the Divine. We must act towards him according

to his lofty stature.

A person naturally senses the honor that is felt for him, even if it
is not openly expressed. It will evoke a strong sense of gratitude on
the part of the one honored, encouraging him to develop a similar
attitude towards others. When each person is treated and viewed
with true honor, recognizing him as a being who has been honored

¥ by Hashem, then our relationships with others will blossom and grow.
This fosters genuine respect and forms the roots of a deep love for all

our fellow Jews.

‘1 It is important to consider the importance of giving genuine kavod
to others. True honor and esteem is the closest thing we have today to
offering a sacrifice in the Beis HaMikdash. Chazal (Brachos 55a) tell
us, “As long as the Beis TlaMikdash stood, the altar atoned for Yisroel,

« but now, a man's table brings his atonement” This is why “extending
the length of one’s meal” is considered praiseworthy in the eyes of
Chazal, as “perhaps a poor soul will come, and he will give him food,
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as it is written: And the altar of wood, three hundred amos tall...And He
spoke to me, “This is the table that is before Hashem'’ (Yechezkel 41:22)”
This Gemara shows that there is an essential connection between the

Mizbeach in the Beis HaMikdash and hachnasas orchim, the hospi-
tality a Jew can perform at his own table. In Parshas Vayigash,* we
discussed at length that the underlying principle of hachnasas orchim
is kavod habriyos, the respect due to every human-being.

Thus, the kal vichomer that Rashi establishes reveals that honor
and respect invite atonement. Rashi’s message is not just another
Torah insight; it is the deepest of lessons. To invite people to our table,
our Mizbe'ach, and in so doing, show them true kavod, is one of the
finest ways that we demonstrate the extent to which we esteem our
fellow Jews. Just as we must show respect to the insentient stones of
the Mizbe'ach, how much more should we honor the person who
will thrive and benefit from the honor we show him. In this way we

pave the way for the atonement of our sins, and bring closer the day

when we will once again be privileged to gain atonement through the
korbanos, the sacrifices brought on the Mizbe'ach of the third and

ultimate Beis HaMikdash.
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created in the image of Hashem and is concerned about his respect, you
must be careful not to treat with disrespect.
Reb Yeruchom'’ states that denigration of a person, “begins with an

inanimate object that has no concern for respect, does not feel disgrace,

and does not know what humiliation is! Furthermore, what type of hu-
miliation are we discussing? Taking wider steps!—something only close
to revealing nakedness, but not nakedness. Still, the Torah says, since
the stones have a purpose, do not treat them with a lack of respect.”

The mashgiach continues:

}Accordz'ng to this, who can calculate the severity of embarrassing

* another human being? If the Torah warns us to treat respectfully
an inanimate object having no concept of disgrace, how many
warnings are there for the shaming of a human being? We are
not discussing a Jew, but a simple gentile farmer! Moreover, it
is not because he has a tzelem Elokim about whorm the Mishnah

states: “A human being is precious to Hashem because he was
created in the image of Hashem,"* but solely because he has
_a purpose, and you gain from him! Should the farmers not show
up for market day just once, the entire town would go hungry!
If I were not embarrassed to do so, I would go out to greet the
farmers as they arrive on market day! Think about what we
gain from a pound of onions that the farmer brings to market.
We can use those onions to enhance our food for an entire year!
Truthfully, our very lives depend on the farmers! How much
must we respect them for this critical purpose alone?! How
severe is the warning not to treat them with disrespect?!

Now, according to this, who can estimate how much more
~J severe is the warning not to disgrace another Jew?! Rashi’s
words are exact: “Your friend who is created in the image
of Hashem and is concerned about his respect, all the more

gso.” The calculation is entirely jarring, From stones with no

intelligence to non-Jews who care, being created in Hashem's
image, and finally, to a Jew and a friend. Can you not picture
your friend standing there and screaming, “Respect me!” “Do
)Jar]or embarrass me!” “Recognize what I have to say!” Think
of how many aveiros and warnings are there regarding such
disrespectful and disgraceful behavior; it's staggering!
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Think of how all-encompassing the topic of “not treating
something with disrespect” is. Think about how a person is not *

careful in this many times a day, for the guidelines of what is
considered worthy of respect are indeed very broad. If some-
_thing has a purpose, it i worthy of respect. Think of how many
uses there are in a simple piece of wood, for example! What is
not made from wood? There are chairs to sit on and have peace
of mind to learn and think thoughts of wisdom. The warning
not to treat something with disrespect would undoubtedly
apply. We must recognize and respect the purpose and need
inherent in the piece of wood and give it the respect it deserves.

Indeed, a person can live his entire life and never once think
gbout this! If one is inspired to think about this once or twice in
his lifetime, it is an achievement. Once, on a frigid day, I [Reb
Yeruchom] needed to borrow a pair of gloves. I was inspired to
think about this simple garment’s value, worth only a small

amount, yet its purpose is priceless. A pair of gloves can save you.
How much more so should one value something like wool when
thinking of the great and many purposes it serves. Consider the
purpose of a garment. It honors man; it makes him respected
and beautifies him. Rabbi Yochanan called his clothing “my hon-
ar® Look at how a person troubles himself to straighten out
his hat, and when it is indeed perfectly straight, it crowns him
and beautifies him. How much must one have hakaras hatov
for each and every garment, not to treat them with disrespect.”

A

30 | ETHICS FROM SINAI _
T Beniem (§4)

And there is not a thing that has not its makom (place).

It has been noted that makom may also designate the Almighty
Himself, as the Omnipresent One, the metaphysical enveloping presence in
hich the universe and its space exists. Applied here, this meaning en-
genders a striking interpretation: Do not reject anything in scorn, in this
; wﬂ Everything that exists is within a Divine system and part of a Divin
system. “~There is no place that is devoid of Him. ®* _All things that are,
are hallowed by His immanence. Despise, reject, scorn nothing.

L

The Lev Eliyahu writes, “It is important to return a sefer to its proper
place, from the standpoint of training oneself to be orderly, to do
chessed, and not to cause bittul Torah. Also, one must be very careful ~
with kavod sefarim, to respect them properly. The Sefer Chassidim tells
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To understand the immense obligation to respect a friend, we must
understand what a human being is. The pasuk states: "Hashem created
man in His image; in the image of Hashem He created him.”*? Rashi
explains, “This teaches you that the form established for him [man] is
in the form of the image of his Creator.”® Thus, we must not merely go
through the motions of respect, but genuinely feel in our heart that we
aye obligated to respect one another." This is why the Torah commands
us not to ascend the Mizbei'ach on steps right after kabbalas haTorah, to
stress the reality that bestowing honor is the fundamental tenet of the

entire Torah.
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We find that Chazal were stringent regarding mistreating food, and
+this is because of the vital purpose that food serves. Our lives depend
on food! How much must one respect food and honor it! The rule is
as follows: the obligation of “not disrespecting something” depends on

.”_kthe purpose that it serves; the more significant the purpose, the more

_
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all-embracing the responsibility to be careful in its respect.
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the wonderful manna which tasted like countless foods.

* We_live in America where there is an abundance of food and a

serious lack of appreciation for this Heavenly blessing. Unfortu-

nately, 793K ™13, denigration of foodstuffs, is quite common. It is

_,\L sad to see how much food goes to waste at simchos and even in
our yeshivah and camp lunchrooms. A child takes a large portion
of food and nibbles a bit here and a bit there. The rest is left on_
the tray, to be collected and thrown out by the kitchen staff. How
ironic it is that this child is quite possibly a descendant of a con-
centration camp survivor whose very life in the dark days of the
Holocaust often depended on finding a crust of hard bread or a few
potato peels to eat.

The Gemara (Taanis 20b) says that one is not permitted to feed
an animal food fit for human consumption, because. as Rashi
explains, this is a denigration of Hashem's blessings, Who granted
these foods to humans.

The Mishnah Berurah (171:1) struggles to justify the conduct
of people who throw bread crumbs to pigeons. Is this considered a
waste of food that is fit for humans? He quotes the opinion of the
Machatzis HaShekel that if there is nothing else available to feed
these creatures it is permitted to use food fit for humans.

~Similarly, the Shulchan Aruch (171:5) criticizes those who
throw kernels of wheat before a chassan at his Shabbos aufruf
because the kernels will get trampled and become inedible. Today
there is a common practice (called a bavarfen in Yiddish) to throw
pekelach (small bags) filled with raisins, nuts, candies, and other
types of nosh at the chassan. Here, too, care must be taken not to
use foods that will become inedible when the flying bags split open
and their contentﬂm[t_he floor of the shul. Eventually the
food gets stepped on, leading to 17218 "¥a.

~t Hashem has blessed our country and our generation with an

abundance of food. Extra care must be taken not to abuse that—

berachah, and children should be taught this as well.
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Here then is the fundamental difference of two viewpoints and
Fwo diverse philosophies of life. Shall man be guided by that which
is right, ethical, and moral or by that which is proper, aesthetic, and
acceptable? Shall we be more concerned with appearar;ce or sinc:erity

.with show or with basic honesty? The phil ism i
with show or with basl e philosophy of Judaism is best

rxan Ky 93 0 12 AW T 7T KT INK ARIK A
< oy i nsen Y
Rebbi said: Which is the right course that a man should choose for
himself? That which is an honor to him who does it, and which

also brings him honor for mankind (Pirkei Avos 2:1).
fYou will note that Rebbi gives priority to the honor that evolves
(vom man's deeds and actions as it reflects upon himself. Though no
one may be aware of that deed, it is far more important that a man

be true to himself and sincere in his every action. We do not belittle
/ the importance of conducting our lives so that it may bring honor and

esteem from others. What we must understand, however, is that exter
( na) honor is secondary to the effects of our behavior upon ourselves. )

As we observe and reflect upon the standards of Jewish life today
& come to the realization that far to
lives in the spirit of Yafes rather than that of Shem, We are far more
concerned with the effect that our actions will have upon others than _
the effect it will have upon our own character and personality. We do
so many things for the sake of appearance and show even when we
perform deeds which can be characterized as mitzvos. Whether it be
in the field of giving tzedakah or supporting a wide number of causes,
we far too often formulate and effectuate our activities in these areas
with an eye to public opinion and the accolade of the populace. We
concentrate. on form rather than on content; VEneer and facade are
seemningly more important than substance.
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